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For Immediate Release                                                                                 Contact: Name & Position
                                                                                                                           Agency/Dept:    xxx
                                                                                                                           Phone: 406-xxx-xxxx
Help Prevent Equipment-caused Wildfires
Community, MONT., Month XX, 2015— Lawn and farm equipment-caused wildfires are common this time of year; just one small spark can ignite dry grass.  For examples, a lawnmower blade that strikes a rock can send a shower of sparks into dry vegetation. Your Agency Name is/ Firefighters are asking for your help in reducing equipment-caused wildfire ignitions.  
By following these simple guidelines, you will help to prevent a costly and potentially devastating wildfire:

· Get an early start! Start clearing grass and vegetation before 10:00 a.m.  After 10:00 a.m., temperatures rise, humidity drops and winds increase. 
· Clean and maintain your equipment by keeping exhaust systems, spark arrestors and mowers in proper working order and free from carbon build-up. Spark arrestors are required on ALL portable, gasoline-powered equipment; including tractors, harvesters, chainsaws, weed-eaters, mowers, motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles. 
· Clear dry vegetation away from your cutting, welding or grinding site. Work on a firebrick or concrete floor in an enclosed area; these substances are fire-resistant and eliminate fire spread.
· Keep motorized equipment engines free of oil and dust. Hot exhaust pipes and mufflers can easily start fires that you may not see until it’s too late! 
· Use string vegetation trimmers to cut tall, dry grass. 
· Prior to mowing or disking, walk the area and remove rocks and debris before using mowers or clearing tools/equipment. A rock or large debris hidden in tall grass could ignite a fire if struck by a metal blade. When operating the equipment, always look behind you to check your work site. 
· Keep a cell phone, plenty of water, a shovel and a fire extinguisher with you in the event a fire starts. If a fire starts, call 9-1-1 immediately! 

One Less Spark Means One Less Wildfire!
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